(048-051) Proposals to exclude the phylum Microsporidia from the Code.
(048) Add to Preamble paragraph 7 after "slime moulds" the following phrase: ", but excluding the phylum Microsporidia;" (051) Add to Art. 54.1(a) after the word "plants": ", including all Microsporidia,".
The phylum Microsporidia comprises more than 150 genera and 1,200 species of obligate intracellular parasites of eukaryotes (Keeling & Fast in Ann. Rev. Microbiol. 56: 93-116. 2002) . All microsporidia produce infective spores that contain a characteristic distinctively coiled polar filament. Microsporidians are easily recognized and distinguished from all other groups of microscopic eukaryotes. They are also unusual at the physiological level in that they have relic mitochondria termed mitosomes. The phylum Microsporidia has been either ignored in eukaryote systematics or treated as a group of protozoa (e.g., Levine & al. in J. Protozool. 27: 37-58. 1980; Cavalier-Smith in Microbiol. Rev. 57: 953-994. 1993 (McNeill & al. in Regnum Veg. 146. 2006) , names for most microsporidians described after 1935 would not have been validly published under the ICBN. However, such a strong tradition exists in treating Microsporidia as protozoans, that even today in research articles where Microsporidia are acknowledged to be fungi, new taxa are being named and described without Latin diagnoses or descriptions as required since 1935 by the ICBN for taxa governed by that Code which includes fungi.
The simplest solution for names for taxa in the phylum is to return to the pre-2005 situation by excluding the Microsporidia from the ICBN (Redhead, Cushion & Frenkel in J. Eukaryot. Microbiol. 53: 8. 2006 
